THERE’S A NEW CAPTAIN TAKING THE FIELD:
CAPTAIN MORGAN PARTNERS WITH MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER
#1 Spiced Rum Brand Promises There’s More Fun to Be Had by Committing to Soccer Fans Through 2022;
Will Also Sponsor Several Individual Clubs
NORWALK, Conn., (July 9, 2019) – Continuing what has already been a huge summer for soccer, Captain
Morgan announces that it’s signed with Major League Soccer (MLS) to become the league’s official spiced
rum and exclusive spirits partner through 2022. The Captain’s message to soccer fans is clear: there’s
more fun to be had. The new deal names Captain Morgan as an official sponsor of MLS All-Star – taking
place in just a few weeks in Orlando – Campeones Cup (August 14) and MLS Cup (November 10).
The rum brand also becomes an official sponsor of the following clubs: Chicago Fire Soccer Club, D.C.
United, New York City FC, Philadelphia Union and Seattle Sounders FC. With Captain Morgan as a fellow
supporter, fans of these five teams can expect even more fun during the season. Additionally, fans of legal
drinking age will soon be able to purchase custom labeled bottles of Captain Morgan Original Spiced Rum
featuring official team colors and crests to be enjoyed responsibly with their fellow supporters.
“From New York to Seattle to Los Angeles, everything about Major League Soccer, its intensely passionate
fanbase, the atmosphere at each match, and the exciting growth of the sport in the U.S. mirrors the energy
that Captain Morgan stands for,” said Christina Choi, DIAGEO Senior Vice President, Rum, Gin & Tequila.
“Our goal is to reward that dedicated fanbase, and the crews that get together to support their clubs each
and every week, with the fun only Captain can bring because we know there is more fun to be had. We’ll
kick off the fun later this month when we’re on the ground at All-Star Week in Orlando, and we can’t wait
to see the fan fervor firsthand.”
Just like any fan would want from new teammates, there’s already an exciting chemistry between Captain
Morgan and MLS. For years, both have stood for infectious fun, for the crews of legal drinking age that
get together to take in a match or celebrate good times with a cocktail – supporters nationwide should
know there’s even more to come with Captain Morgan on their team. MLS is a league on the rise with
incredible growth expected in the coming years, including future expansion teams in Nashville, Miami and
Austin. Soccer has tripled in popularity in the last decade and is tied for second most popular to watch
among all spectator sports.*
“For so many years, soccer has been billed as the sport of the future in the U.S.,” said Ed Pilkington, CMO,
Diageo North America. “With every new soccer-specific stadium that opens, every new attendance record
set and every major milestone that Major League Soccer surpasses, I’m confident that it’s not quite as
much of a distant future as we once thought. At Captain Morgan, we are proud to partner with Major
League Soccer and look forward to all that we’ll accomplish together.”
“We are pleased to welcome Captain Morgan to our roster of partners,” said Carter Ladd, Major League
Soccer SVP of Business Development. “Captain Morgan believes in the future of MLS and is committed
to joining us in our ongoing efforts to elevate soccer’s popularity to even higher levels in North America.

We look forward to working with Captain Morgan to authentically engage fans in fun and innovative
ways for many years to come.”
Beginning this month, fans will also see several national TV commercials from Captain Morgan celebrating
the new partnership, as well as digital content from @CaptainMorganUSA on Instagram and
@CaptainMorganUS on Twitter. Additionally, out-of-home ads will be live in select cities around the
country. Whether you’re taking in a match at the stadium or watching it from the pub with friends, always
enjoy Captain Morgan responsibly. Captain’s orders!
*SOURCE: Gallup Poll, 2018

About Captain Morgan
Captain Morgan is the number one selling spiced rum and the third largest spirits brand in the U.S. With
the promise that there’s more fun to be had, Captain Morgan encourages everyone 21+ to get the crew
together and find the fun in each day. The Captain Morgan portfolio includes CAPTAIN MORGAN®
Original Spiced Rum, CAPTAIN MORGAN® Black Spiced Rum, CAPTAIN MORGAN® Private Stock, CAPTAIN
MORGAN® Cannon Blast, CAPTAIN MORGAN® LocoNut, CAPTAIN MORGAN® Apple Smash, CAPTAIN
MORGAN® Watermelon Smash, CAPTAIN MORGAN® White Rum, CAPTAIN MORGAN® Pineapple Rum,
CAPTAIN MORGAN® Coconut Rum and CAPTAIN MORGAN® Grapefruit Rum. For more information, visit
www.CaptainMorgan.com.
About Diageo
Diageo is a global leader in beverage alcohol with an outstanding collection of brands including Johnnie
Walker, Crown Royal, Bulleit and Buchanan's whiskies, Smirnoff, Cîroc and Ketel One vodkas, Captain
Morgan, Baileys, Don Julio, Tanqueray and Guinness. Diageo is listed on both the New York Stock
Exchange (DEO) and the London Stock Exchange (DGE) and our products are sold in more than 180
countries around the world. For more information about Diageo, our people, our brands, and
performance, visit us at www.diageo.com. Visit Diageo's global responsible drinking resource,
www.DRINKiQ.com, for information, initiatives and ways to share best practice. Follow us on Twitter for
news and information about Diageo North America: @Diageo_NA. Celebrating life, every day,
everywhere.
About MLS
Headquartered in New York City, Major League Soccer features 27 clubs throughout the United States
and Canada, including future expansion teams in Nashville, Miami and Austin. The League plans to have
30 clubs in the coming years. For more information about MLS, visit www.MLSsoccer.com.
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